Keep Carbondale Beautiful, Inc

Spring Clean Up & Recycling Day Contest Rules


The Annual Spring Clean-up & Recycling Day is designed to promote the removal of litter scattered throughout the community. The contest is judged based on the weight of litter collected by each participant or group. The following rules have been established for individuals and organizations competing for contest prizes:

1) Sign in
a) Individuals and groups will receive copies of the contest rules.

b) Collection area will be assigned.
2) Collection Bags

a) Each individual or group will receive two types of collection bags.
i) Aluminum cans, #1 and 2 plastic bottles, and glass jars/bottles* are to be placed in the clear bags;
ii) All other litter is to be placed in the black bag;
iii) Electronic items should be turned in separately. 

iv) Additional bags will be provided as needed. 
* Burris  has stipulated that in order to be acceptable recyclables, items must be relatively free of mud, muck, liquid, organic matter, etc. the recyclables are to be places in the clear bags. It will be the decision of the judges if the recyclables are acceptable. Judges will NOT sort through material at the scale- if too much of the recyclables is deemed unacceptable, the whole bag will be measured as regular litter (weight value = 1x).
3) The following items will not be counted in the contest but may be brought in for disposal:

(1) Concrete blocks, bricks, rocks, concrete chunks, etc.

(2) Large pieces of wood (fence posts, railroad ties, 2x4’s, etc).
(3) Large vehicle parts (axles, hoods, doors, batteries, tires, etc.)

(4) Large appliances (stoves, refrigerators, etc).

(5) Any individual piece of “litter” weighing over five pounds.

4) Materials that are NOT accepted:

(1) Any materials from contestants’ or 3rd parties’ trashcans, dumpsters, etc. 

(2) Materials from inside people’s homes, buildings, etc.

(3) Landscape waste (leaves, grass clippings, brush, etc).

5) Contest Officials will examine each bag of litter to determine that the contents meet the contest regulations. If they do not, the collector must remove the disallowed items from the bag. If a substantial portion of the materials in the bag appears to be in violation of the contest rules, the entire bag will not be counted.
6) Individuals or groups may NOT combine their materials.
7) Contest winners will be those that collect the most weight of eligible materials.
a) Properly separated bags of aluminum cans and glass jars/bottles will be given a 50% bonus.

i) The bonus will be determined by multiplying the weight of the bag containing only recyclables by 1.5. The adjusted weight will be added to the weight of the eligible non-recyclable materials. The winner will be determined from the resulting total weight.
b) Pre-registered individuals and groups will receive a bonus of 10% of their adjusted weight total. That weight will be added to determine the cumulative total for participants.
c) Failure of individuals or groups to follow the contest rules may result in the individual or group being disqualified from the contest.
